
January 4, 2016

Dear Parents,

Happy New Year! While (thankfully) we haven’t had to deal with 

much snow yet, winter has definitely arrived and it is getting COLD out 

there! After a wonderful break, we’re diving right back in and will be 

learning so much! We are starting two new units this month: the War of 

1812 and the Human Body! We will be learning more about how our 

country began and the struggles early Americans faced establishing a new 

nation. We will also be discovering how the different systems of the 

human body function, including specific organs and how they keep our 

bodies going strong! This will lead us to look at nutrition and different food 

groups, too.

In math, we’ve begun learning addition with regrouping the “old, 

traditional way,” so you will see some math homework that reflects this 

method. Students will become more comfortable solving addition and 

subtraction problems with regrouping. (We used to call it “carrying” and 

“borrowing” back in the day.) We’ll work on this continually throughout the 

remainder of the year using increasingly larger numbers. Please 

remember that the weekly spelling lists are posted on my website: 

www.mrsfinck.com. You can find the monthly reading log there as well.

Enjoy this beautiful season and stay warm! - Alisa Finck


